
 
 
City Council Minutes, May 19, 2020  
 

1

CITY OF SAGINAW 

MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING, 

PUBLIC HEARING, AND WORKSHOP 

   HELD AT THE SAGINAW CITY HALL  

333 WEST MCLEROY BLVD.  

MAY 19, 2020 

 
 
 
Present at the meeting: 
 
Mayor    Todd Flippo  
Mayor Pro-Tem   Valerie Tankersley  
Councilmember   Charles Beasley  
Councilmember   Charles Tucker  
Councilmember   Cindy Bighorse 
Councilmember   Mary Copeland  
City Attorney    Bryn Meredith  
City Manager   Gabe Reaume        
Asst. City Manager  Dolph Johnson  
Finance Director  Kim Quin  
City Secretary   Janice England 
Fire Chief   Doug Spears 
Director of Public Works Rick Trice, P.E. 
Director of Comm. & Eco. Dev. Keith Rinehart 
Human Resource Director Melanie McManus 
Police Officer    Richard Taylor  
 
Absent from the meeting: 
 
Councilmember   Patrick Farr 
City Engineer   Andrew Simonsen, P.E. 
Police Chief   Lee Howell 
Library Director  Ellen Ritchie 
 
Visitors at the meeting: 
 
Laura Gallagher   Maggie Gallagher 
Jim Makens   Michael Clark 
Dorothy Parks    
 
 
(1) Call to Order 
 
Mayor Flippo called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with a quorum present.   
   
 Pledge of Allegiance to the United States      
 
 Pledge of Allegiance to the State of Texas 
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(2) Invocation         
 
Councilmember Bighorse gave the invocation.    
 
(3) Audience Participation  
 
This item was covered on the video screen.  
 
(4)  Consent Agenda 
 a.  Action regarding Approval of Minutes, April 7, 2020  
 
 b. Action regarding Resolution No. 2020-12 to deny the DCRF Amendment proposed 
  by Oncor 
  Summary:  The City is an electric utility customer of Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC.  The Oncor Cities 

  Steering Committee (OCSC) is a coalition of similarly situated cities served by Oncor that have joined together 

  to efficiently and cost effectively review and respond to electric issues affecting rates charged in Oncor’s  

  Service area in matters before the Public Utility Commission (PUC) and the courts. On April 3rd Oncor filed 

  an Application to Amend its Distribution Cost Recovery Factor (DCRF) with each of the cities retaining original 

  jurisdiction and with the Commission in Docket No. 50734. In the filing, the Company sought to increase  

  distribution rates by $75.9 million annually (an approximately $0.88 increase to the average residential customer’s 

  bill).  The resolution authorizes the City to join with OCSC to evaluate the filing, determine whether the 

  filing complies with law, and if lawful, to determine what further strategy, including settlement, to pursue.   

  Resolution No. 2020-12 addresses this and denies the proposed amendment.  

 
 c. Action regarding an Individual Project Order with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. for 
  Design of Old Decatur Road and WJ Boaz Intersection    
  Summary:  On February 18th the City Council conducted a “Mid-Term Capital Improvement Project Planning”  

  Workshop to review projects that might be considered as short-term or interim projects leading up to the  

  proposed 2020 Bond Election.  The design of the Old Decatur Road and WJ Boaz intersection.  At that meeting 

  the Council directed staff to bring back a design contract for consideration.  Contract expenditures will be funded 

  in the interim through the Fund Balance with the intent of reimbursing the fund with a future funding mechanism. 

  in the proposed Individual Project Order, Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. proposes to provide services for this 

  design for a total fee of $130,000.    

 
 d. Action regarding Resolution No. 2020-13 regarding the City of Saginaw’s Participation in  
  Tarrant County’s Community Development Block Grant, Home Investment Partnership and 
  Emergency Solutions Grant Consortium for the Three Program Year Period, Fiscal Year 
  2021 through Fiscal Year 2023   
  Summary:  In order to continue to receive Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investmemt 

  Partnership and Emergency Solution Grants (ESG) Entitlement funding through 2023, Tarrant County must 

  once again qualify as an Urban County under the CDBG, HOME and ESG programs. Entitlement counties, 

  such as Tarrant County must re-qualify every three years for funding. Tarrant County is eligible to receive 

  entitlement grant funds by having a combined population of 200,000 or more from unincorporated areas and 

  participating municipalities. Resolution No. 2020-13 will authorize the City’s continued participation in the  

  consortium.   

   
 e.  Action regarding Public Highway Overpass Agreement with Union Pacific Railroad Company 
  (UPRR) for the Bailey Boswell Road Overpass 
  Summary:  The proposed Overpass Agreement with Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) provides for the  

  obligations of UPRR and the City associated with the construction of the Bailey Boswell Road overpass over UPRR 

  right-of-way. The agreement calls for special contract provisions that will be incorporated into the City’s construction 

  contract including insurance and agreements that must be entered into between UPRR and the contractor.  In the 

  agreement, UPRR grants the City the right to construct, maintain and repair the structure (overpass) over and across 

  UPRR for a sum of $1,000. The agreement also requires a sum of $50,000 for UPRR engineering and related services, 

  construction management, construction observation and plan review for the work. The sum is an estimate and can be 
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  recalculated based on fluctuations in quantity or cost of material and/or labor.  Flagman is not included in the costs. 

  The total estimated financial impact will be $51,000.  Funds are available to cover this expenditure in the 2015 and 2017 

  G.O. Bonds.   

 

 f. Action regarding Ordinance No. 2020-11, amending Saginaw City Code Section 6-37,  
  “Keeping of Animals and Fowl”; Amending standards for keeping backyard chickens 
  Summary:  The current City Ordinance, approved in 2018, sets forth the regulations and standards for keeping  

  backyard chickens.  The proposed ordinance increases the number of backyard chickens allowed from three to six.   

 
 g. Action regarding Award of Contract for East McLeroy Boulevard Curb and Gutter 
  Improvements 
  Summary:  On April 16, 2019, City Council approved an Individual Project Order (IPO) with Kimley-Horn and  

  Associates, Inc. for McLeroy Boulevard Curb and Gutter Replacement.  The IPO, as approved, was limited to  

  preparation of construction documents only with bidding and construction phase services deferred to a later 

  date pending project selection for the proposed 2020 Bond Program. On January 21, 2020, City Council  

  authorized Amendment No. 1 to the IPO to add construction phase services.  On March 3, 2020, City Council authorized 

  Amendment No. 2 adding proposed top of curb grades to the plans.  On May 13, 2020, eighteen bids were received for the 

  project with the low bidder being Nu-Way Construction with a bid of $308,675.  Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.  

  reviewed the bids and references and has recommended award of the contract to Nu-Way Construction.  Funds for  

  this project are budgeted in the Street Maintenance Fund.   

 
 
Mayor Flippo received requests from the City Council to pull Items 4b and 4e for discussion.  
   
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Tucker to approve Items 4a, 4c, 
4d, 4f, and 4g of the Consent Agenda as presented.    
Motion carried unanimously.   6-0-0-1 

 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
b. Action regarding Resolution No. 2020-12 to deny the DCRF Amendment proposed by Oncor 
 
Asst. City Manager Johnson briefly explained proposed Resolution No. 2020-12. 
 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Beasley to approve Item 4b.  
Motion carried unanimously.  6-0-0-1 
 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
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e.  Action regarding Public Highway Overpass Agreement with Union Pacific Railroad Company 
 (UPRR) for the Bailey Boswell Road Overpass 
 
Director of Public Works Trice briefly explained the proposed agreement.  
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Bighorse with a second by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley to approve Item 4e. 
Motion carried unanimously.  6-0-0-1 
 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
(5) Proclamation – First Responder Month 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley read a proclamation declaring the month of May to be “First Responder Month” in the 
City of Saginaw.  She explained the purpose of the proclamation is to honor our local first responders.   Mayor Flippo 
explained the proclamations will be delivered to the Saginaw Fire Department and Saginaw Police Department.   
 
(6) Proclamation – Educator Appreciation Week  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley read a proclamation declaring the week of May 18-24 to be “Educator Appreciation 
Week” in the City of Saginaw honoring all educators of the Eagle Mountain-Saginaw Independent School District and 
the International Leadership of Texas-Saginaw campus.    Mayor Flippo explained that the proclamations will be 
delivered to both.  
 
(7) Oath of Office for Councilmember Place 4 and Councilmember Place 6 
 
City Secretary England administered the oath of office for Councilmember Place 4, Charles Tucker, and 
Councilmember Place 6, Mary Copeland.    Both were presented with Certificates of Election.  
 
(8) Presentation of Service Pins to Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley and Councilmember Farr 
 
Mayor Flippo presented a five year service pin to Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley.  Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley recently 
completed five years of service on the City Council.   Mayor Flippo explained that the presentation of Councilmember 
Farr’s pin will be postponed until the next meeting since he is not present tonight.  
 
(9) Election of Mayor Pro-Tem  
 
The consensus of the City Council was to postpone the election of a Mayor Pro-Tem until the entire Council is present.  
 
(10) Consideration and Action to approve funds for “Art in the Community Program” Mural 
 
This proposed “Arts in the Community Program” Mural will be located on the north side of the J.R.’s Café Building at 
300 S. Saginaw Blvd.  
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Motion was made by Councilmember Beasley with a second by Councilmember Tucker to approve the amount of 
$10,000 for Adam Davenport to paint a mural on the north side of the J.R.’s Café Building.    
Motion carried unanimously.   6-0-0-1 
 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
(11) Consideration and Action regarding Lease Agreement with Mike Greene to allow a Mural to be painted 
 on the north side of the J.R.’s Café Building located at 300 S. Saginaw Blvd.  
 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Beasley to approve the Lease 
Agreement with Mike Greene to allow a mural to be painted on the north side of the J.R.’s Café Building located at 
300 S. Saginaw Blvd.                      
Motion carried unanimously.   6-0-0-1 
 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
(12) Consideration and Action regarding approval of Ordinance No. 2020-10, authorizing the issuance and 
 Sale of City of Saginaw, Texas General Obligation Refunding Bond, Series 2020; levying an annual  
 ad valorem tax and providing for the security for and payment of said bond; providing an effective date; 
 and enacting other provisions related to the subject 
 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Tucker to approve Ordinance No. 
2020-10, authorizing the issuance and sale of City of Saginaw General Obligation Refunding Bond, Series 2020; 
levying an annual ad valorem tax and providing for the security for and payment of said bond.    
Motion carried unanimously.   6-0-0-1 

 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
(13) Consideration and Action regarding a Recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission for  
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 Approval of a Preliminary Plat for The Square, being 27.246 acres out of the Benjamin Thomas Survey, 
 Abstract No. 1497, City of Saginaw, Tarrant County, Texas 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Beasley with a second by Councilmember Copeland to approve the preliminary 
plat for The Square, being 27.246 acres out of the Benjamin Thomas Survey, Abstract No. 1497, as recommended by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission.   
Motion carried unanimously.   6-0-0-1 

 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
(14) PUBLIC HEARING – Consideration and Action regarding a Recommendation from the Planning and 
 Zoning Commission for Approval of a request for a change in zoning on approximately 76.613 acres out 
 of the J Walker Survey Abstract 1602, Tracts 3C and 3E, and the J Bradford Survey, Abstract 183, 
 Tracts 1K and 1 from Community Commercial (CC) and Multi Family (MF1) to Community Commercial 
 (CC), Multi Family (MF2), and Light Industrial (LI). Property is located at the northwest corner of Blue  
 Mound Road (Hwy. 156) and E. McLeroy Blvd. (Ordinance No. 2020-12) 
 
Mayor Flippo declared the public hearing for this item opened at 6:33 p.m.   Councilmember Bighorse expressed her 
concern regarding the proposed multi family and related increase in density.  There was no public input.  Mayor Flippo 
declared the public hearing closed at 6:48 p.m.  
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Beasley with a second by Councilmember Copeland to approve the request for a 
change in zoning on approximately 76.613 acres out of the J Walker Survey, Abstract 1602, Tracts 3C and 3E, and the 
J Bradford Survey, Abstract 183, Tracts 1K and 1 from Community Commercial(CC) and Multi Family (FM1) to 
Community Commercial (CC), Multi Family (MF2) and Light Industrial (LI) as recommended by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission.                          
Motion failed.   3-3-0-1 

 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Councilmembers Beasley and Copeland 
 
Against: Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers Tucker and Bighorse  
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
Note:  The Council returned to this item following Item No. 19.   
 
(15) Consideration and Action regarding Agreement between City of Saginaw and HUB International 
 for Benefits Consulting Services  
 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Bighorse to approve the 
Agreement between the City of Saginaw and HUB International for Benefits Consulting Services.                            
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Motion carried unanimously.   6-0-0-1 

 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
(16) Consideration and Action regarding an Interlocal Agreement with Tarrant County governing 
 the allocation of federal assistance funds to the City of Saginaw  
 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Bighorse to approve the Interlocal 
Agreement with Tarrant County governing the allocation of federal assistance funds to the City of Saginaw.                              
Motion carried unanimously.   6-0-0-1 

 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
(17) Recess into Workshop 
 
Mayor Flippo declared the meeting recessed into workshop at 6:56 p.m.  
 
(18) Discussion of Central Fire Station Design/Delivery Considerations/Potential Bond Program 
 
Asst. City Manager Johnson stated that ten Statements of Qualifications from architectural firms interested in 
designing a new central fire station were recently received.  A committee reviewed the submittals and ranked the 
firms. Interviews were held with the top two firms and the consensus of the committee was to recommend BRW  
for the fire station design.  He explained the options for the type of delivery method which include competitive 
bidding; competitive sealed proposals (CSP); and construction manager at risk (CMAR). City Manager Reaume read 
comments received from Councilmember Farr on this item.  He also read comments from members of the Bond 
Committee.  After some discussion, the consensus of the Council was to move forward with $15 million for a fire 
station and any remaining funds be used towards Knowles Drive; and to use the CMAR option. 
 
(19) Reconvene into Regular Session 
 
Mayor Flippo declared the meeting back in regular session at 7:28 p.m. 
 
The Council returned to Item No. 14.  Consideration and Action regarding a Recommendation from the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for Approval of a request for a change in zoning on approximately 76.613 acres out of the J 

Walker Survey Abstract 1602, Tracts 3C and 3E, and the J Bradford Survey, Abstract 183, Tracts 1K and 1 from 
Community Commercial (CC) and Multi Family (MF1) to Community Commercial (CC), Multi Family (MF2), and 
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Light Industrial (LI). Property is located at the northwest corner of Blue Mound Road (Hwy. 156) and E. McLeroy 
Blvd. (Ordinance No. 2020-12) 

 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Bighorse to reconsider  
Item No. 14 (request for a change in zoning on approximately 76.613 acres out of the J Walker Survey Abstract 1602, 
Tracts 3C and 3E, and the J Bradford Survey, Abstract 183, Tracts 1K and 1 from Community Commercial (CC) and 
Multi Family (MF1) to Community Commercial(CC), Multi Family (MF2), and Light Industrial (LI). 
Motion carried unanimously.  6-0-0-1 
 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Bighorse to table  
Item No. 14. 
Motion carried unanimously.  6-0-0-1 
 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
(20) Executive Session  

1 § 551.071. Texas Government Code.  Consultation with Attorney. The City Council may convene in 
executive session to conduct a private consultation with its attorney on any legally posted agenda item, when 
the City Council seeks the advice of its attorney about pending or contemplated litigation, a settlement offer, 
or on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules 
of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with the provisions of Chapter 551, 
including the following items: 

a. Any Posted Item 
 

 1 § 551.087. Texas Government Code.  Deliberation regarding Economic Development Negotiations. 
 The City Council may convene in executive session to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial or  
 financial information that the City has received from a business prospect that the City seeks to have  
 locate, stay, or expand in or near the City and with which the City is conducting economic development 
 negotiations; or to deliberate the offer of a financial or other incentive to a business prospect described 
 above, including:  
  
 a. Building Improvement Grant Application – 125 S. Belmont St.  
 b. Assisted Living Facility Project Incentive Request 
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 c. Potential Retail Relocation Incentive 
    

Mayor Flippo declared the meeting recessed into Executive Session at 7:32 p.m.   
 
Mayor Flippo declared the meeting back in Regular Session at 8:19 p.m. 
 
(21) Adjournment  
        
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley with a second by Councilmember Beasley to adjourn the meeting.                          
Motion carried unanimously.   6-0-0-1 

 
For:  Mayor Flippo, Mayor Pro-Tem Tankersley, Councilmembers  
  Beasley, Tucker, Bighorse, and Copeland 
 
Against: None 
 
Abstain: None 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Farr   
 
 
Mayor Flippo declared the City Council Meeting of May 19, 2020 adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
 
________________________________________ _____________________________________ 
City Secretary Janice England    Mayor Todd Flippo  


